Barjon paper factories
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Several generations of Moirans’ inhabitants, often entire families, worked at Barjon. Supplied
by plentiful sources of pure water, the Le Scey and La Piche paper factories produced high
quality paper.

The first paper mill was founded in 1480 by Chartreux monks on a canal of the Morge river,
in the Le Scey district. After the French Revolution, Mr. Jay purchased the assets that had
been confiscated from the Chartreux order; these were sold in 1813 to the Barjon family.
However, the La Piche site, bought in 1850 from Louis Modeste, Marquis of Arces, provided a
new impetus for the production of paper from cloth, then wood; the factory would last for
over a century.

The workforce was made up of locals from the surrounding countryside, as well as mostly
Italian immigrants. In this factory, which was sold in 1883 to Gabriel du Marais, expert
craftsmen and women developed expertise in the manufacture of luxury products: boxes,
writing paper, invitations, greetings cards and envelopes. Sales outlets opened in Paris, Lyon,
Marseille and Casablanca.

The paper factories were struck by the death of their young director, Roger du Marais, who
joined the Resistance movement in its very early days and died after being deported to
Neuengamme (Germany) on 22 September 1944. His sister, Olga Joly de Colombes, took over
at the head of the factory until its ultimate closure in 1977 due to

the economic crisis, which proved fatal to the company. In February 1988, as if with a dying
breath, the factory’s huge emblematic chimney collapsed. Moirans’ paper industry is now part
of its history.
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Washi, Bristol, Vellum, Laid papers.. The factory workers produced high quality papers day
and night, working 8-hour shifts from 4am Monday until 4am Sunday. Sunday was a day of

rest and an opportunity to service the machinery.




